AN APOLOGY FOE A LATE RESIGNATION.	67
received of the Emperor's death, and a new field of enterprise being thereby opened to the sanguine projectors of the times, both nations were easily induced to redouble their efforts, in hope to derive suitable advantages from this great event. His Koyal Highness the Duke was appointed Commander-in-Chief; and by the indefatigable industry, and refined address of his Lordship, their High Mightinesses were induced to compliment his Koyal Highness with the like preeminence over the troops of the Kepublic; and this was the most acceptable service that his Lordship was able to accomplish during the time of his Embassy. Some other points he also made a shift to settle, but not on such a footing as he desired, or as the nation had a right to expect, or as would have been granted by the Dutch themselves, had they been sincerely and heartily disposed to co-operate in the war.
When, therefore, his Lordship returned, with the merit of having done all the little good that was done, or could be done, he had a right to require his new allies to take advantage of the experiment he had made, and the impossibility which appeared of bringing the Dutch to reason; as also, agreeable to their stipulations, to make use of their omnipotence to bring about a peace; and surely, they had now very sufficient reasons to assign, by way of colour, for their so doing. The Dutch, they might have alleged, had been every way tried by one of the most able men in Europe, and one who had the most interest in them ; that, nevertheless, all his pains and all his address had been thrown away, and they had been found inaccessible to every consideration, but such as regarded their own immediate interests; that as a new Emperor would